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B SANDRA LOWE SANCHEZ
he man who designs the homes of many of San Antonio’s who's who

T didin’t grow up in posh housing. In fact, many of his years were spant in
and around Fort Sar Houston, where his father was stationed.

“Even though things were not luxurious, as a kid, I they
thing: a heuse with a peol table and ping peng table, gocsd &
saye Roy Breswell, president of Braswell Architecture.

Amiddle child with an older sister and younger brother, he remembers first
moving to San Antonic when he was 8 years old. “We never lived in anything
that was historically significant, but ... when we moved to Harris Heights oy
miem was so excited,” he recalks, describing a onestory home near the base.
“When I was in Tth grade we moved o infantry post and [ got my own bed-
room. We just hought we were living in heaven, We had a beeement and
bowght green shag carpeting and green curtains: 1 thought it was beautiful.”

It was some of those dd buildings on and arcund the base that piqued Bras-
well’s interest in architecture before he even realized it. When he entered a
bullding, he would examine it. “A lot of these buildings= had neat attics, they
had basements and big perches,” which, he explains, served to keep the rain
from geting inside the homes in times when mesidents relied on open win-
dows to coal them.

When he was 19, he found a stack of flat files at the Fort Sam Houston
library. The files had architectural drawings of some of the area’s older build-
ings, including the Quadrangle — four siructures built in a square, with a
clock tower at the center, Braswell knew then that the tower had been used
to hold Geronime prisoner. The drawings caplured his interest, and he often
retarned © the library to review then.

“All those buildings still fascinate me today,” Braswell says.

Toxday, however, he's designing bulldings that fa=cinate others. Homes with
hits signature stand in neighborhocds from The Dominien to Terrell Hilks. In
the multifamily arena, his severrperson firm designed La Villita Townhomes
in Alamo Heights and Wabterford Villas in Temrell Hills. He's alse the architect
behind the Courtyard at Brackenridge Park and Shavano Commons.

It's hi= relatinnship with the developer of Shavans Commons that Breswell
credits with some of his most successful projects. Besides Shavano Com-
mons, Roberto Kenigstein — through his company Image Homes Lid. — is
known for his prestigious deellings. When Breswell started his own firm in
1691, Eenigstein asked him to design a spec home in Bm Creek for him.
Since then, Kenigetein has been one of the Braswell's key clients.

“Reberto is a client who .. befieves in me and encourages me at every opporiu-
nity,” Braswell says. “He wor'tlimit me _. he wants to make it 88 good & it can be”

Eraswell recently talked to the Business Journal about his youth, his career,
and hiz relatiorship with Kenigstein.
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Cromparry: Braswell Architechire Inc.
Position: PresidentBegistered Architect,
Srate of Tenzs

Aghe: 48

Family: Wife, Susan, beloved dog Jajo
Education: B.FA. with concentration in
architectural design, University of Texas
at San Antonio, 1986

On growing up: My parents wemr very
lowing and just plain suppertive of amye
thing geod that 1 did. My dad was a captain
{and hoepital dietician) in the U.S Aroy
when we moved to Fort Sam, so [ grew up
in military housing. He retired as a major

COURTEST OF THE S8H SH HIO COHV R TIOH D AVENCE BUfEAl =

The Quadranghk at Fort Samwas bullt In 1876. Tha
clock tower stands In the @ber

{and hospital administrter).

Wik athic: 1 mowed yards from age O,
1 got & paper route at age 14, at age 161
worked fast focd until agelf, [ then worked
as an apartment complex maintenance
man, then & a waiter: Then [ worked at a
fishery in Aleska, then | worked at a gas
staticn, Tworked at ascuba shop, then sall-
ing ceidling fans. I worked as a construction
labarer, then as a janitor where 1 cleaned
the affice of an architect who 1 went to
work with for nine years.

Defining moment when you  knew
you wanted to be an architect: When 1
was thumbing through the UTSA catalog
and saw Architechire. | was working con-
struction when T first started college and
1 thought I'd go into engineering. Then 1
saw that and ithit me like a wonoof bricks. 1
thought, that's what I wanted to do.

{n your career: During college Tworked
construction on the West Cak buikling at
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COURTESY OF BRATWELL ARCHITECTURE that ...
& homea InTha Daminlon that was daskgned by Braswal.

West Avenue and NW Military Highmvay
I then became the janiter for the building.
(After I graduated), 1 went to work for Bill
Hablinski, who was an architect and a ten-
ant in the building. The frst project that 1
did all the way through wasa houwse for the
ranch foreman for KK Amini's ranch. Bill
aesigned me to that project. 1'was 22 years
old.

...{When Texas econcny soured in the
late 166&0), Bill decided to meve to Califor
nia. He wanted me to move out there, but ]
dido’t want to leave San Antenio. Bill gave
me work (in California), but eventually
{around 1991) | decided to start oy own
firm

Om Roberto Kenigstein: 1 koew of Ro-
berto from his work with Great America
Companies (developer of The Dominion
and Elm Creek) . A friend who was a stone
mason told me that Reberto was starting
his own firm. Beberto had me design a
apec house (in Elm Creek). He works on
areferml basis [ have cients that say Ro-
berto's my builder. (Braswell designed a
home for Kenigstein and his wite, Gloria)
Reberto's not afraid to pay me bo redesign
something if he thinks it's better for
client) or hewants to offer the client more
options

(Ot of the close bo 200 projects that
Braswell has designed in his career, Ken-
ip=tein has built 50-60 of those )
Teges architects that influenced youw:
Lecnard Lane was my most influential de-
slgn iretructor (former professor at UTSA,
now an architect in Heuston); Eill Hablin
=ki fnow in Califernia), (the late) Henry
Barfoot, Ken Bentley, Mac Chesney, David
Lake, Ted Flato, Michzsl Tmber, ithe labe)
Chardes Moore (dean of architecture of
University of Texas)
International architects that  influ-
enced] you: Renzo Pano and Richard
Meier; the late Andrea Palladio and Frank
Lloyd Wright
How have you grown your frm: Ve
have stayed srnall and lean and really busy
because | am pretly conservative. We are a

firm of 7 highly skilled people.
Buildings that have mspived you: [ ex-
amine every bullding that I enter. They all
inapire me, good or bad.
Um the job challenges: Getting de-
slgns executed propery. Training
good people.
Residential'commercial  split:
85 percent residential and 15 per-
cent commercial
Om commercial projectss We
only do the special commercial,
not cookie cutter stuff. Most of our
commercial clients have come o
us through word of mouth ...
Um the green movement: We
Thave always strived to do econom-
ical, energy efficient designs
Biggest professional risk: Start

oy own firm .

Survival plan for the recession:
We have some good projects rght
0w that will suetain us. ['ve always

en overoaded and understaffed.
I've been slow to expand and
alow to hire somebody, so [
puess that saves now.
Sigmature style: [ts more
of a philossphy of design
than a style. I'm trying to
solve the site and the func-
ticn of the site and let the
architecture flow out of
The material staris
I:o as:ggeat what it leoks

.ﬂ.u'c'mp]mhmwm you
are most proud of: Achualty passing the
ARE. and getting miy licerse as a regis-
tered amchitect.

Favorite matedal o use and why:
Stone, becaize the earth is made of it.
Prafessional pet peeve: Faumx stone
Most influential trip: A week 1 spent
in Wenice and Florence, Italy, because of
all the real clazsical architecture,

Trips to Mew York City, Chicago, St
Leouis, Los Angeles, San Francisce, and
Mexico have ako influenced my thinking
of design.

To a big extent, 1 plan my vacations
around architectural sites. In May we are
going to visit Fallingwater, the (famous)
heme in Western Penreylvania designed
by Frank Lloyd Wright (in 1925).

Most influential books: When 1 was a
kid 1feund a book about anJu:’Et that [
kept checking out from the ik . then
-:nnetlme]wentb:che-:kltautand ftwasnt
there. I was really dizappointed.

More recently, “The Complete Frank
Lleyd Wright Letters Trilogy” The book
inchides a letter by Wright to his client
Edgar Kaufman Sr, cwner of Fallingwa
ter. Wright was angry that Kaufmann was
(questionning his pdeement.) The client
backed off, and a& it hirned out, Wright
was right.

I'have a pretty big architectural library,
in the peighborhond of 300 books. There
are baoks about different types of architec-
ture, lots of design books, carly American
architecture. | have this really neat book
thatis full of shetches .. Ihave bocks on ar-
chitects, including Lake|Flato (Architects).
Books about your works My work hees
been featured in “Dream Homes of Tex-
as" by Jolie Carpenter and Dan Pissick
(2005). It will be featured in ancther book
by Jolie Carpenter that is coming out
(June 1), “Luxury Homes of Texas"

PROFILES Is & reqular Spedal Report feature,
Fior moie [rfamation, cortact SANDRA LOWE
SANCHEZ & shaesanchen@bizournaks.com.
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